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Insurrection against unintentional oppression or well-
meant injustice is hopeless, and the natives have no
appeal but to the capacity and openness of mind of
us, their conquerors, to remove any grievances from
wh'ich they may be suffering. It is essential for
them that, in spite of other topics, the serious con-
sideration of the. relation which England bears to
India and the future policy which ought to be
pursued, should be forced upon the nation.

India in   1878 had   been  for  fully twenty years
under the direct administration  of the Queen and
Parliament.    In 1858 the famous proclamation was
issued which finally transferred the supreme authority
from the old East India Company to the Crown, its
only possible substitute.    The twenty years between
those  two   dates were, so far as the internal con-
dition of   India   is   concerned,   a   period of  more
than  Roman peace.    The few frontier expeditions
rendered necessary by the turbulence of wild tribes
beyond our border were little more than reminders
that   all   Asia  does   not   belong to  us.    All   that
could be  gained by profound peace ought  there-
fore to have been already secured.    Between 1858
and    1878   we   constructed   nearly   7,000  miles .of
railway  through   the   coun-try,   connecting   all  the
great  cities  and  provinces ;   we  carried  out  vast
irrigation works intended to act as a general pre-
ventive of the dangerous   effects of drought; and
we laid "down besides a whole network of ordinary
agricultural  roads.   . No   effort,   indeed',   has   been
spared to develop our great dependency according
to the most approved modern methods ; and none
can doubt that, although too frequently a bad in-